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Post holiday greetings to all: 
 
Whether you view the holidays as a time for religious observance, an 
excuse to drink too much eggnog, or a time to unwrap that 
anticipated tie from the grandkids, I hope that all of your wishes came 
true, and that you are safe and in good health. 

 

As I write my first newsletter article as President of the Chapter, I must 

first express my gratitude to those who served before me, and who are 

still around in supporting roles. Bob, John, Arlan, Karl, George and Tom, 

no offense, but you have left big shoes to fill. I will do my best. 

 

I would like this year to be one of encouragement for your input to the 

Board. What would you like to see us do differently, better, less of 

more? I promise that just because you have a new idea, I will not put 

you in charge of a committee or program. Give us your ideas. 

 

May you have the best New Year ever! 

 

Greg 

 

*Santa used a self-guiding sleigh this year. When asked about 

Rudolph’s reaction, the elves said that he was WAYMO dubious 

than the other reindeer! 
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VP Auxiliary/Surviving Spouse                                             

Judy Bushko      

      
 

 
 

 
Greetings, 

 

The auxiliary will meet on Wednesday, January 10, at 11:00 am at Chompie’s. 
 
We plan to do hygiene kits. Please join us; our numbers are drastically low, and we 
may have to disband our group. 
 
I wish everyone a Blessed New Year! 

 

Judy     

 

 

Treasurer 

Tom Ralph 

 
 

 
Here’s hoping that all of you had a great holiday season, and that you are looking forward to a really good 
New Year.  
 
Our programs are still moving along, and are nicely funded; although our JROTC Program is still looking for 

donations for this year’s programs. To sponsor a school, we are now seeking a donation of $100. If you can 

sponsor a school, you can designate the school of your choice, or just let it fund any of our schools. Any 

donation amount is acceptable.    

 

Our Chapter has finished the year in a very solid fiscal position, although our dwindling membership is starting 

to affect our bottom line. If you have not paid your dues, ($25 Member, $15 Surviving Spouse), they are due on 

January 1st.  

 

Thank you all for your support for 2023, and we are looking forward to having a greater new year. 

 

Tom 
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December Luncheon Photos 

 

 

 

  

Meredith and Greg Moore 

Greg Moore,  

2024 President 

   Meredith Moore and Judy Bushko, the Lovely 

     Ladies who check us in and sell us raffle tickets! 

          Nickolas and Erlinda Knight 

                  John Bushko with 

          Nickolas and Erlinda Knight 

          Norm Poole 

                Tom Ralph 

Rebecca Schmidt and Roddy Charlton 

Helena and John Pickering 
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Judy and John Busho 

 

 

John bushko and Arlan Allen 

 

Barb and Jim Austin 

 

Peggy and Arlan Allen 

Vicki and Karl Pfitzer 

Lou Bates and Peggy Allen 
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January Congratulations! 

 
 

 
        
 

MEMBER  SPOUSE  
 

ANNIVERSARY 
 

 

Lou Bates 1 Roddy Charlton 2 Dr. James S and Barbara Austin 1 

James Symonds 6 Vicki Pfitzer 22 William (Ray) and June Wilson 23 

William (Ray) Wilson 19     

Dorothy Eberle 20     

Darlene Iskra 31     

      

      

      

      

      

      

 

 

 

 

 

https://freepngimg.com/png/37239-birthday-cake-transparent-background
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Auxiliary Luncheon  
Superstition Mountain Chapter MOAA  

 

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 
 

 11:00am – Lunch at 12:00 Noon 

3481 W Frye Rd., Chandler, AZ (across from Harkins Theatres) 

     Corner of S. Chandler Village Dr. & Frye Rd. 
 

     

                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 

 

     

                                        

 

 
Luncheon Meeting 

Superstition Mountain Chapter MOAA 
 

Saturday, January 20, 2024 

12:00 Noon Social – 1:00 pm Lunch 
 

DoubleTree by Hilton 
1011 West Holmes Ave., Mesa, AZ  85210 

 
Menu 

Chicken and Veggie Fajitas, Salad, Rice, and Refried beans,            

Dinner Rolls, and butter. 
Iced Tea and Coffee    Churros for dessert. 

 

$30.00 per person 
 

Reservations by Sunday, January 14, 2024    
 

to John Bushko 
 

TEXT 614-204-0413, Call 480-759-1717, or email  jabushko@earthlink.net. 
 

mailto:jabushko@earthlink.net
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Welcome our 2024 Chapter Officers and Board Members: 

 
*Greg Moore – President 

  *John Bushko – 1st Vice President/Programs Chair 

    *Norm Poole – 2nd Vice President/Membership Chair 

      *Karl Pfitzer – Director/JROTC/ROTC Chair 

        *Mrs. Judy Bushko – Vice President/ Auxiliary-Surviving Spouse   

          *Tom Ralph – Treasurer 

            *Mrs. Peggy Allen – Secretary 

              *Arlan Allen – Director/Personal Affairs 

                *George Meegan – Director 

                  *Mrs. Ann Ferguson – Director/Webmaster 

                    *Mrs. Paula Anderer – Director/Newsletter 

 
L-R: John Bushko, Karl Pfitzer, Tom Ralph, Norm Poole, Greg Moore,  
Judy Bushko, Peggy Allen, Arlan Allen – SMC December Luncheon Meeting. 
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1st Vice President/Programs 

LTC John Bushko, USAF (Ret) 

 

 

 

 

Greetings Everyone, 

 

I want to wish everyone a Happy and Blessed New Year. Our next membership meeting will be on 
January 20th, at the DoubleTree Inn, 1011 W Holmes Ave., Mesa. The social hour starts at Noon and 
the meeting begins at 1:00pm. Contact me with reservations by January 14th. 
 
Our meal will be Chicken and Veggie Fajitas, Salad, Rice, Refried beans, and Churros for dessert. 
Our speaker will be William Rogitz, a Veterans Advocate with Arizona Life. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the meeting. 
 
John 

Please contact me via email at jabushko@earthlink.net with any questions or to volunteer for a 
position.  

 

 

2nd Vice President 

Arlan Allen 

 

 

 

Greetings, 

Happy New Year! It is my hope that everyone has a safe, healthy, and prosperous 2024!  

I am honored to have the opportunity to serve the Superstition Mountain Chapter as the 
Chair for Personal Affairs for 2024. Thanks to Greg Moore for his multiple terms of service as 
the previous Chair. I have big shoes to fill! 

Arlan 

mailto:jabushko@earthlink.net
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Legislative  

Bob Grierson 

 

 
S 

 

Happy New Year to the Superstition Mountain Chapter. 
 
 It has been quiet in DC this month since the legislature has taken much of the month off. As you know, a new House 
Speaker is in place and a continuing resolution was passed funding the government until January 19, 2024. That 
continuing resolution is expiring very soon. Let us hope the complete the budgetary process soon. 
 

At the Federal level, MOAA has been actively engaged in the 2024 NDAA. 
 
So, with 2 wars underway, instability in the South China Sea, and Yemen threatening international shipping lanes, the 
focus is on the new NDAA for this month. Where is the money going, and what does that tell us about priorities?  

Let us look at procurement by service. 

 

 

 

 
Overall, more money came out of conference than going in. Here are the Top-5 big spends: 

1. Shipbuilding and Conversion: $33 billion 
2. Other Procurement, Air Force: $30 billion 
3. Aircraft Procurement, Air Force: $20 billion 
4. Aircraft Procurement, Navy: $17 billion 
5. Other Procurement, Navy: $15 billion 

(cont’d.) 

https://substack.com/redirect/9f8ec7ff-0e09-4734-8b4e-accc3aebb808?j=eyJ1IjoiMXVyeXhiIn0.Mbdg9mlw8-4lXfcEU0WqT1N-uTcI-fZWG0zTlVrGwAE
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(cont’d) 

 
An interesting detail is, who left the conference with less money than going in - especially in the case of these two as a 
percentage of their total; 

1. Aircraft Procurement, Air Force: -$665 million 
2. Procurement, Space Force: -$528 million 

 
Three standouts on where that money went; 

1. Weapons and Tracked Combat Vehicles, Army: $939 million 
2. Aircraft Procurement, Navy: $672 million 
3. The Army uplift is almost a 25% increase. Assumptions are that this related to backfilling what was sent to 

Ukraine. 
 
 
On the O&M side of the budget for Army & Navy (No info on USAF, USCG, or USSF at this time) 

 
 
State Issues 
New benefit for Reservists & Guardsmen: Beginning on January 1st, 2024, members of the Arizona National Guard and 
U.S. military Reservists can be laid to rest at Southern Arizona Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery (SAVMC) in Sierra Vista, 
Arizona Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery at Marana (AVMC-Marana) and Arizona Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery at Camp 
Navajo (AVMC-Camp Navajo), three Veteran cemeteries operated by the Arizona Department of Veterans’ Services 
(ADVS). 

The benefit will only cover the actual gravesite and interment. It does not include the free burial flag or grave marker. For 
families interested in interment at an Arizona Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery, ADVS encourages the submission of an 
application for pre-determination for burial. Those applications and applications for interment can be completed 
at https://dvs.az.gov/services/cemeteries. Cemetery staff at SAVMC in Sierra Vista, AVMC-Marana and AVMC-Camp 
Navajo will hold applications and begin reaching out to families to make burial arrangements after 1/1/2024. 

At this time, the state legislature is not in session, but it will be very shortly. This is the time to reach out to them if you 
have a particular issue you would like to address. Do not expect the state DVS to be your advocate. Only you can speak 
for you.  
 
To confirm who your state legislators are, you can go to  https://www.azleg.gov/findmylegislator/ 

. 

Bob 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

https://dvs.az.gov/services/cemeteries
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.azleg.gov%2Ffindmylegislator%2F&data=04|01||4ee57ea6fbb04778344b08d91a244afa|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|637569565457600186|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=TeJZFwk0nXcVKSPVjvsG4vY%2BDHFxulJc9C%2By4GrzDuE%3D&reserved=0
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JROTC/ROTC  

                                  

                                 Karl Pfitzer 

 

 

 
 
Greetings and Happy New Year to all.  
 
January kicks off our chapter’s support to the high schools and Arizona State University JROTC and ROTC 
programs, respectively. Mike Ostermeyer and I will soon begin sending letters to each of our schools 
informing them that the chapter will again be supporting their JROTC/ROTC awards ceremonies with 
the MOAA Medal and an additional $100 Impact Award for the high schools. Our letter will also ask the 
schools to provide us with the date, time, and location of their awards ceremonies as soon as they 
become available.  
 
 Below is a chart that we will use to track each school’s information, the name of our chapter presenter if 
we have one, and the status of our contributions to the JROTC program to cover the cost of the Impact 
Award. Currently, we have $500 collected for the ROTC programs. If you are interested in sponsoring a 
school, please forward your $100 check, payable to SMC of MOAA, to our Treasurer, Tom Ralph, and 
note on the memo section of the check that the funds are for the JROTC program.  
 
Once we have information from the schools, we will be looking for Chapter members who would like to 
present awards in person to the recipients. If you have any questions regarding the program, please 
contact me or Mike Ostermeyer.  
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 

(Chart on next page.) 
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Karl Pfitzer 
480-635-2080 
pvkarl@cox.net 
 
Mike Ostermeyer 
602-316-1072 
Ostermeyer@cox.net 

  

mailto:pvkarl@cox.net
mailto:Ostermeyer@cox.net
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MOAA National & Superstition Mountain Chapter Membership Application 

 
Date __________________Printed Member Name & Initial ___________________________________________________  

Branch of Service__________________________ Rank__________________________________ 

Spouse First Name ____________________________ National MOAA Number ________________________ 
 

Street Address ___________________________________ __City _____________ State _____ZIP______-_________ 
 

Home Phone #__________________________Work or Cell#________________________________ 
 

Please Circle: ARMY--AIR FORCE-NAVY--MARINE CORPS- COAST GUARD--NOAA--PUBLIC HEALTH SVC  
 

Circle All That Apply:  REGULAR-RESERVE-NATIONAL GUARD-FORMER OFFICER-ACTIVE-RETIRED- 
 

MALE___ FEMALE___ WIDOW-___ WIDOWER___ 
 

Member Date of Birth MM____/DD____/YYYY______ Spouse Date of Birth MM____/DD____/YYYY______ 
 

Anniversary Date ______________________E-mail Address _______________________________________ 

MOAA National membership for 2024 has three types to pick from. 1. Basic–free-electronic only. 2. Premium- $40.00 a year. 

3. Life membership-fee is age dependent (can be as much as $700.00) As a BASIC Member you will receive electronic newsletters 

and have opportunities to participate in grassroots activism effort. You get Military Officer Magazine via our mobile app. You will also 

have the opportunity to attend our career fairs, networking events, and classes and to take advantage of valuable discounts on products 

and services. As a PREMIUM Member you get full access to everything MOAA has to offer, including our full spectrum of our 
career resources (one-on-one career counseling, résumé reviews, and interviewing advice and critiques), countless discounts 
on products and travel, and access to all MOAA exclusive publications and news updates. You will be able to tap into MOAA’s 
staff of experts for financial and investment advice, college scholarships for dependents, and much more. That is on top of 
all the benefits you receive at the BASIC Membership level.  

Superstition Mountain Chapter membership fee is $25 per year. Spouses of current members may participate in Chapter Auxiliary 

luncheons and activities with no fee. Chapter bylaws require Chapter members and Chapter Auxiliary members to be members of MOAA 

National. 

For National dues, enclose check for:  $40.00 – Make check payable to MOAA National 

Mail to:  MOAA, Dept. 1488, Maryfield, VA 22116-9820 
 

Enclose check for:  Chapter $25.00 or Auxiliary (SSAC) $12.50  

Make check payable to SMC of MOAA.  Write 2024 dues in the memo line 

Mail Chapter Application and Check to: SMC MOAA, Tom Ralph, Treasurer  

20444 N 22nd St, Phoenix, AZ 85024 - Phone 602-569-2130 
 

For More Information Contact, Membership Committee Chair Norm Poole 

520) 836-8456. nrpoole1066@gmail.com 
Name tags are durable hard plastic, white background with MOAA logo and your name engraved in black. To 

place your order, please fill out the form below.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
MOAA’s Mission: The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a non-profit 
veteran’s association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense and to preserving the 
earned entitlements of members of the uniformed services, their families, and survivors. 
National MOAA, its Councils and Chapters are nonpartisan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Print first and last name                                                                                Select nametag type 

                                                                                                                          Pin on       magnetic 

1._______________________________________________________         ______      _______ 

2._______________________________________________________         ______      _______ 

mailto:nrpoole1066@gmail.com
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2024 Chapter Activity Schedule - (Dates and times are subject to change.) 

Chapter Board  Chapter Auxiliary Chapter Member/Guest 

Meeting – CHOMPIE’S Luncheon- CHOMPIE’S Luncheon Meetings 

Jan. 9, 2024- 9:30am Jan. 10, 2024   11:00am 
Jan. 20, 2024- Noon Social. 

 1pm Lunch 

 

 Chapter Donations 
 

Enclosed is a donation of $__________________ 
 

This donation may be used for any Auxiliary projects _____or ROTC______ 

Please make check payable to SMC of MOAA  

Write AUXILIARY or ROTC in the memo line of the check 
 

Mail to:   TOM RALPH, Treasurer:  20444 N 22nd St, Phoenix, AZ 85024  

 

 

2024 Chapter Dues Renewal Form 

 
Annual Dues: $25 Regular Members $12.50 Auxiliary (SSAC) Members 

Please make check payable to SMC of MOAA 

 - - - Write MOAA Chapter Dues on Memo line of the check 

Mail to:   TOM RALPH, Treasurer    20444 N 22nd St, Phoenix, AZ 85024  

Check enclosed; renew my membership for 2024 

Please print name_____________________________  

My National MOAA Number______________________________ 

Address 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number_____________________ Email ___________________________________________________ 
 

                                                    Luncheon Meeting 
Saturday, January 20, 2024 – DoubleTree by Hilton 

Social Hour – Noon    Lunch – 1:00pm 
Menu 

Chicken and Veggie Fajitas, Salad, Rice, and Refried beans,  

Dinner Rolls, and butter. 
Iced Tea and Coffee    Churros for dessert. 

 

$30.00 per meal – Name(s) _________________________________________________ 
 

Reservations must be in by Sunday, January 14, 2024  
     

Make checks payable to:  SMC of MOAA 
 

CONTACT: JOHN BUSHKO 

TEXT 614-204-0413, Call 480-759-1717, or email  jabushko@earthlink.net 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:jabushko@earthlink.net
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…Life-long adage of Marlene Fox 

In loving Memory of Marlene Fox, our long-time Newsletter Editor  

               

 

As we give a big welcome to Greg Moore, the 2024 President of our Superstition 

Mountain Chapter, we would like to thank our out-going President, Robert Grierson, 

for his contributions to the Chapter this past year. Bob is not going anywhere. 

Thankfully, he will remain as Legislative Chair. His letters to the Chapter were 

sometimes pithy, sometimes humorous, but at all times informative and challenging. 

Thank you, Bob, for your service. 

 

Every member of the Superstition Mountain Chapter of MOAA is important to us, 

whether or not you are able to attend meetings. You are not forgotten. We wish all of 

you a Happy New Year!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Editors 

                                                          Peggy Allen and Paula Anderer 

                                                                    Newsletter Contact: paulaanderer10@gmail.com
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4201 W. Luke Ave. 

Phoenix, AZ 85019 

MOAA Home Page: https//: moaa.org ( Visit the Take Action Center ) 

MOAA SMC Chapter Website: https// smcmoaa.org 
    
                                              : https://beconnectedaz.org 
 

Visit the websites and explore the different features, 
and other organizations in your area. 

file:///C:/Users/Paula%20Anderer/Desktop/MOAA/2022%20MOAA%20NEWSLETTERS/Template2022-5%20Newsletter.docx
file:///C:/Users/Paula%20Anderer/Desktop/MOAA/2022%20MOAA%20NEWSLETTERS/Template2022-5%20Newsletter.docx
https://beconnectedaz.org/

